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Skinner West Local School Council 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

6:30 P.M. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

a. The meeting was called to order at 6:49 pm by M. McMurray.   

b. Present were Principal Clark and LSC members S. Hobson, S. Howard, 

M. Letourneau, M. McMurray, F. Matalka, D. McSpadden, N. Strong, R. 

Werner. LSC member A. Chacon arrived at 6:55 pm and M. Flowers 

arrived at 7:08 pm. N. Strong departed at 8:40 pm. Absent was LSC 

member T. Kim.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

a. The agenda was approved (S. Hobson, R. Werner).   

 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

a. The December 19 meeting minutes were approved (D. McSpadden, S. 

Howard).  

 

4. Announcements & Public Communications 

a. PTO/Forum:  Per Mrs. Clark and H. Bragg, the cookie dough fundraiser 

began last week and runs from February 21-March 9. The Spring Bazaar 

(April 26) and Spring Ball (May 18) are being planned.  

b. Friends of Skinner West (FOSW):  Per M. Sedler and L. Mullick, FOSW 

has spent most of the Walkathon funds; the next Walkathon is in the fall.  

c. West Loop Community News:  Per M. Letourneau, F. Matalka, and A. 

Chacon, there are two nearby development projects proposed near the 

school at 1220 W. Jackson and 1515 W. Monroe. A committee that has 

formed to promote the effort to bring a better high school option to the 

neighborhood is making good progress.  

5. Committee Reports  

a. Chairperson’s Report: Per M. McMurray, no report.  

b. Communications:  Per Mrs. Clark, the committee did not meet since the 

last meeting, but e-newsletters continue and have a 15-20% open rate 

(1,200 recipients).  

c. Principal’s Report:  

i. The school had a snow day on February 9.  
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ii. The Art Show took place January 26.  

iii. The third grade Invention Convention occurred on January 31.  

iv. A three-day CPS audit took place. The audit included internal accounts, procedural compliance, 

and documentation review.  

v. Report cards were distributed.  

vi. The school is celebrating African American History Month with students’ studies, the African 

American Wax Museum (on March 9), and a field trip to see Black Panther.  

vii. Mayor Emanuel visited the school today to check on the progress of the Annex.  

viii. The next LSC election will take place on April 18. The deadline to apply as a candidate is Friday.  

d. Professional Personnel Leadership Committee (PPLC):  Per D. McSpadden, no report.   

e. Special Education/LRE:  Per R. Werner, an autistic student at Whitney Young was killed near his home this 

past month.  

f. School Improvement:  Per S. Hobson, the committee met on February 21. Mr. Link has joined the 

committee. The committee discussed PARCC testing, which will be conducted from March 5-April 20. The 

committee also talked about how fourth and fifth grade teachers are developing ideas to make indoor recess 

more effective, which they expect to roll out in the spring.  The 5th-8th graders are excited for the upcoming 

Black Panther field trip. Most of the meeting focused on safety, especially at the branch school, e.g., hiring a 

new security guard. Safety improvements and communication will be an ongoing agenda topic for the 

committee. The next meeting is April 4 at 4 pm in the library. Parents can provide safety ideas to S. Hobson 

at sharlenehobson@gmail.com.  

g. Facility Services:  Per F. Matalka, the committee met on February 21. The main building air conditioners are 

in need of repair, which will require approval due to the expected cost. An exterior, portable lighting system 

will soon be installed by the Annex contractor. The branch school bathroom doors have been installed. The 

stage lights have been problematic; the contractor that previously repaired them is coming out to inspect the 

lights and control system. The architect provided a design and estimate ($775,000) for repairs to the branch 

school. The committee is looking into options for funding the project, including grants, sponsorship, and 

developer donations. The “no parking” signs for the branch school parking lot have been ordered and will be 

installed soon.  

h. Bilingual Advisory Committee:  Per F. Matalka, the eleventh “Around the World in 80 Dishes” will take place 

on March 4 at noon at Ghareeb Nawaz Pakistani Restaurant (807 W. Roosevelt). Twenty-four people are 

planning to attend; those interested can register at skinnerpakistanilunch.eventbrite.com. We did not having 

a school-wide Chinese New Year assembly this year but the bulletin board has been updated for the 

holiday. The next committee meeting is March 9 at 9 am on the second floor.  

i. LSC Advisory:  Per M. McMurray, no report.  

j. Expansion Committee:  Per M. Flowers, the committee has not met but work on the Annex is progressing 

well and is on schedule. Furniture, e.g., desks, file cabinets, chairs, rug gliders, has been ordered. There are 

traffic concerns resulting from the work. There was a collision between a school bus and a car on Adams 

this past week. The committee will look into these issues.  

 

6. Old Business 

a.  None.  
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7. New Business 

a. A motion was approved to allow Mrs. Clark to issue checks up to $10,000 for expenses within CPS 

guidelines (S. Hobson, D. McSpadden).  

b. M. Sedler, founder and chair of Friends of Skinner West, offered her candidacy for the vacant LSC 

community representative position. The LSC voted to approve her in the role of LSC community member 

(M. McMurray, R. Werner).  

 

8. Public Comment 

a. Parents asked about 1) security policies and 2) measures that can be made to improve safety.  

i. CPD administers official lockdown drills and the school conducts lockdown practices. Mrs. Clark 

has been stressing the importance of securing school doors. The school is looking for a full-time 

security person at the branch school after a candidate became unavailable.  

ii. The LSC talked about ways to improve safety. For dismissal, this could include moving the STAR 

table closer to the door, having parents wait outside for pick-up, or providing access cards for 

parents. Mrs. Clark will include the visitor policy and other safety policies in the next e-newsletter 

so that parents are more aware of those policies. The School Improvement Committee agreed to 

consider further steps to secure the school, including fixing the locks on the double doors in the 

vestibule, having personnel close the branch school parking lot gate, and inviting parents that are 

police officers to visit in uniform.  

b. A parent asked when Mr. Merkin’s teaching assistant (Randy) will start. It depends on when Randy’s 

replacement can start, which is expected to occur soon. A second parent asked how the teaching assistant 

positons could be filled more quickly. The LSC responded that the hiring process is dependent on how 

quickly CPS can process the paperwork. Mrs. Clark intends to suggest that the teaching assistants retain 

their roles into the new school year (as opposed to closing the positions over the summer, only to restart 

them well into the new school year based on confirmed class sizes).  

c. A parent noted a recent Inspector General report that identified issues with neighborhood school enrollment 

policies. It is unclear what impact this might have on Skinner’s admissions process.  

 

9. Closed Session 

a. Deferred.  

 

10. Adjournment 

a. The meeting adjourned at 8:21 pm (N. Strong, R. Werner).   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Letourneau 

Skinner West LSC Secretary 


